11USTIC FLOWER-VASES.
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purpose, in the soil at the spot selected for its position.
It should be sunk in the earth at least 18 inches, and
with the aid of old bricks, or large stones, mixed with earth,
it should be rammed down tight, so as to be firmly set.
After this is done and the tub properly screwed to its
place, pieces of " virgin cork" of nearly uniform length
and width are placed round the tub, and fastened by
ordinary cut nails. These pieces of cork must be allowed
to project both above and beneath the vessel about 2
inches. In -selecting the cork for this purpose but little
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difficulty will be experienced in securing suitable pieces,
and these may readily be cut, or, still better, broken
off to the required size. Eigid uniformity should be
avoided,. for the vase will look better as a whole if
the outer lining of cork presents a rugged and irregular
appearance.

In preparing these rustic vases for plants, a layer of
broken fragments of flower-pots should first be spread over
the bottom of the tub, then a layer of leaf-mould, and
above this a compost made with good light soil, well-rotted